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Paris, amused them with imitations, enchanted
them with music. Towards the end of August they
all went back to Dresden and there stayed for two
weeks. Two days before he was due to leave them
Chopin asked Marja to be his wife and she con-
sented. Because the incident had occurred at the
most conventional time of twilight, they agreed
that it should be known as " the dusk." And since
Mme Wodzinska, in giving her consent, made
secrecy a condition, the description became even
more appropriate. There was Marja's father to
consider. He with his family pride would be diffi-
cult to persuade, and Fryderyk's health was an
added problem. When he left them Chopin felt
that already the consummation of his happiness
had passed. But Mme Wodzinska continued to
hold the reins, and, without giving him any defi-
nite encouragement, contrived to sustain his
interest in her daughter. Her carefully worded
letters and his replies were equally guarded.
From time to time he sent her news of her son
Anton, who was in Paris, and was dutiful in
giving her information of a general nature; he
collected autographs for her and helped her to
choose a piano. But through all this corres-
pondence there are signs that Chopin was ill at
ease and only too ready to resort to small talk.
From the beginning of 1837 (it is dear) the
Wodzinskas were doing their best to mate a
graceful retreat. In one letter, Marja could think
of nothing to say except that it was thawing ; in
another, sent to acknowledge an album he had